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tragedies of discouragement behind most of them. In
many cases it was easy to see a similarity to a previous
design which had already been proved a failure. Yet
with a stubborn persistence, the next inventor would
use all his energy, spend all his money, and often
borrow to the limit in order to build a machine. And
then fail as hopelessly as his predecessor.
Often after an interesting day filled with new im-
pressions and not feeling any fatigue, I sat alone in my
hotel room or in a cafe on the Grand Boulevards of
Paris, thinking that I had started to work in a field
where the majority failed and few succeeded. This
was a troublesome idea, but there was also the com-
forting realization that nearly all discoveries were pre-
ceded by numerous failures. What was necessary was
the study of the prior art and correct general decisions,
the reduction to a minimum of incorrect assumptions
and plenty of hard work. The prize was the ability to
fly and see the earth from above, the realization of a
great ambition.
As time went on, I became well acquainted with
the various aeronautical engines, having spent much
time in the few factories, and finally made a choice of
an engine. It was the product of a small shop situated
at that time in Asniers sur Seine, on the outskirts of
Paris. Some thirty-five men represented the whole
force, together with the owner and designer of the
engine, Mr. Alexander Anzani, who was a sportsman
and builder of racing motor-cycles. The Anzani aero-
plane motor was by far the simplest engine available.
It was a direct development of a motor-cycle engine
with three, instead of the conventional two, cylinders.
It appeared to have the smallest number of parts, was
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